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Editor’s Briefing

by Lance Phillips

Flying South for the Summer

I remember summer vacations in rented Senecas,
Saratogas, or Navajos in the 70s and 80s. Often, those
flying trips would take the family south of our home in
Texas. A memorable excursion one year took us to Belize;
I think it was called British Honduras back then. There
is a little island off the mainland called Ambergris Caye.
The island at the time had a packed conch-shell-covered
runway, no lighting, and very sparse aircraft services. I
wouldn’t even call it an airport; just a remote landing strip.

After a fuel and lunch stop in Tampico, Mexico (at which
my younger brother became ill from a hamburguesa at
the airport), we made it to Belize City on the mainland
for customs checks. My parents both spoke Spanish and
were regulars flying privately south of the border, so they
knew the routine.

Once the dog and pony show was complete at customs,
we were on our way again. The short hop to the island
was uneventful, but the sun was setting, and visibility
dimming. My dad called down to the radio operator on
the island, asking if they could light the runway in some
way. That they did.

Once in the pattern, we saw the solution. Two pickup
trucks, one on each end of the runway, were shining their
high beams toward the other truck. It wasn't the same
as REILs, but it would do. Night hadn't completely set in;
we had just enough light to continue.

Those were the days. The island, back then, was popu-
lated mainly with locals. There were no big houses or
expensive golf carts, and evenings consisted of great
seafood, neighborhood soccer matches, and watching
sunsets over the gentle waves of the reef. I haven’t been
there for a long time, but I sense it has changed.

Dig in and enjoy this month’s article on international
trip planning. It has changed quite a bit since I was a kid.
We also get to experience family flying as Lawrence Searcy
takes us on a journey, discovering the value of family time
and disconnecting.

O~

lance@twinandturbine.com
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Recurrent Training

Beautiful skies above Tucson

had the pleasure this past week of
attending recurrent CL-604 train-
ing at FlightSafety International in
Tucson, Arizona. The location was a
plus; some of my colleagues were at-
tending training in Delaware, where
the first day of class was cancelled due
to alarge snowstorm. Not to mention
the thousands of flight cancellations
that occurred in the Northeast.
Recurrent training is something
professional pilots undergo every six,
nine, or twelve months, depending on
who they work for and which train-
ing program they are approved for.
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My wife teases me that I should not
have to study and prepare so much
for something I have been doing for
decades. T know she likes to “tease”
me, but I don’t think she understands
the level to which we are trained and
tested at each recurrent training ses-
sion. There are few things as ardu-
ous as a two-hour oral exam and four
hours in the flight simulator with your
training partner under the watchful
eye of your examiner.

Our Bombardier Challenger train-
ing started on Monday morning
with eight hours of ground school or

by Ed Verville

classroom training on airplane sys-
tems. The following two days were
a mix of two and one-half hours of
ground school, four hours in the flight
simulator, with an hour and a half of
briefing and de-briefing. Our ground
school was delivered masterfully by
our instructor, who has been instruct-
ing for thirty years. He was able to
add important details and nuances
that most instructors have not cap-
tured. Topics consisted of engines,
fuel, electrical, hydraulic, pressur-
ization, bleed air systems, as well as
limitations, performance, weight &
balance, and on and on.
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On day two, our simulator instruc-
tor took us to Boise, Idaho, KBOI, and
Hailey, Idaho, KSUN (in our simula-
tor make-believe world). It was great
fun doing “cold weather operations”
in the mountains. On day three, we
were training on what instructors call
“high, hot and heavy” on a hot day in
Colorado Springs, CO, 6,000 feet above
sea level. The “high, hot and heavy”
refers to higher airport elevations,
higher-than-standard temperatures,
and loaded heavy with payload and
jet fuel. All these things significantly

Mountains viewed from the simulator’s synthetic vision

decrease the perfor-
mance and handling
characteristics of the
jet. This is where we
performed emergen-
cy descents, simu-
lated engine fires,
windshear, and CFIT
escape maneuvers.

Day number four
was down to simu-
lator training only.
We had the 8:00 pm
to midnight sim
slot. And of course,
my body was still on
Eastern Time. Our
simulator instructor
was relatively new
but had a wealth of
flying experience.
She had us review
normal, abnormal,
and emergency op-
erations. The sim,
of course, is a great
place to do things that would be very
dangerous to do in the airplane. Some
of these include rejected takeoffs, V-1
cuts, where the engine fails just as you
obtain flying speed and need to con-
tinue the takeoff on a single engine,
single-engine approaches, and single-
engine missed approaches.

Our instructor also reviewed nor-
mal procedures such as SIDs and
STARs, a variety of instrument ap-
proaches, and a sampling of abnormal
and emergency systems failures cov-
ering all the systems on our airplane.

She also quizzed us on emergency
procedures and limitations until she
was sure we were ready for our Check-
ride/Practical Test. Our instructor had
done a great job, and we felt confident
for our Checkride the next day. I'll add
that although both of us felt very con-
fident and prepared for our Checkride,
there is always that anxiety where “I
hope I don't do anything stupid” dur-
ing the evaluation.

On our final day, we met our ex-
aminer, who greeted us warmly. He
had a wealth of experience even be-
fore becoming a FlightSafety instruc-
tor and examiner. He was a former
fighter pilot and had flight experi-
ence in our make and model of air-
plane as a corporate pilot. The oral
portion of the checkride consisted of
a detailed review of all the aircraft
systems. Our four-hour simulator ses-
sion began with a typical “hot start”
engine problem on start-up. The rest
of the sim profile consisted of the
typical maneuvers required by the
ATP Airman Certification Standards,
including low-visibility takeoff, reject-
ed takeoff, V1-cut, SID, STAR, stalls,
unusual attitude upset recoveries, and
four instrument approaches including
a circling approach and the single-
engine hand-flown ILS approach.

Pilots who only fly FAR Part 91
operations may be able to do what is
called a “progressive check” or “con-
secutive check.” To utilize this op-
tion, your simulator instructor must
be a Training Center Evaluator, or
TCE, for all the simulator lessons.
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In addition to instructing, the TCE
is verifying or evaluating that you
can fly each maneuver to ACS stan-
dards. If a TCE is not available, your
last simulator training session must
be with a TCE who will provide a
“stand-alone” checkride. This may
occur if you have been assigned a
newer instructor or someone who is
not qualified as a simulator examiner.
A ‘“stand-alone” checkride is always
required for any pilots who fly charter
(FAR Part 135) or airline (FAR Part121)
operations. There are variations of
this for FAR Part 121 Air Carriers who
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are approved to train under AQP or
the Advanced Qualification Program.
They may have an evaluation called
a Line Oriented Evaluation or LOE.

During my years of flying, I've had
the privilege of being a simulator in-
structor and TCE for several years.
I remember how frustrating it was
when students would show up un-
prepared for training. As a line pilot
again, T always study hard and prac-
tice hand-flying skills before I head
to recurrent training. I want to make
the decision easy for my evaluator to
pass me each time. ¢{gy
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Ed Verville is an
exper-ienced FA A
instructor and
examiner for
business jet pilots
and aircrew pro-
grams. He has
15,000 flight hours
in more than 100
different makes and models and holds
type ratings in the Bombardier CL-65,
CL-30, CL-604, and Boeing 747. Ed has
been instructing RNP-AR Approaches
for the past three years.
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Inside the Challenger simulator
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Beginning the trip — Lubbock, Texas

Airtime is Good
for the Soul

by Lawrence Searcy

I am often asked if owning a plane is worth
the money. The answer is complicated
because an airplane is expensive and, in
my opinion, never really pays for itself
if you are calculating “worth” in terms
of dollars made because of access to
private aviation. The common argument
is that business aviation saves time and
makes money for the user because the
businessperson can visit multiple locations
in a short period of time, access clients,
and make a deal that could not have been
made over the phone or by using traditional
travel. All of this may be true (or maybe
just a justification), but the real value of a
plane for me is in the personal emotional
value that private aviation returns.

July 2026 / TWIN & TURBINE « 9



In the car business, we define employees as “productive”
and ‘nonproductive”. These labels do not mean that the
non-productive employee is worthless. Instead, it means
that the employee'’s direct monetary contribution to the
bottom line is harder to track. My role as President quali-
fies as a non-productive employee because I do not sell a
particular item or service that can be directly traced to gross
profit like a salesperson or technician. I analyze the plane
the same way I do nonproductive employees. It provides
a service that cannot be precisely measured but certainly
contributes to the betterment of the organization. In the
end, the question comes down to “is the expense worth it?”
For me, and my business, the answer is a definite yes. I'm
able to go to regional manufacturer meetings, board meet-
ings, and visit other business locations fast and efficiently.

ﬁmﬁltmmwkomwksmoﬂdeS
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But what about the flip side? Most of us also use our
plane for personal reasons. What is the productive use of
your airplane when flying yourself to go fishing or taking
the family for spring break? Is owning the plane “worth”
the cost of flying it? If you measure the “worth” in terms
of dollars and cents, then it may be hard to justify the per-
sonal use of a plane. It is certainly more expensive than
driving. If, instead, the measurement is emotional reward,
most pilots would agree that the benefit outweighs the cost.
Pilots love to fly regardless of the mission. When we are
grounded for maintenance or severe weather, we constantly
look skyward and measure the car trip against the time it
would have taken in the air. There is just something about
flying that is better than just about everything else. Flying
for work is fun, but flying with your family is even better.

When I first started flying, my wife refused to fly with
me and precluded my kids from tagging along. Her stance
on family flying ended the next summer when it was time
for the kids to go to camp in Arkansas and North Carolina.
Suddenly, packing the kids in the plane seemed a better
option than several hours in the car. Flying eliminated
the long drives and several days away from work for the
round-trip to camp. Then, two or three weeks later, we
had to do the trip again for the pickup. AsIlook back over
those years, the emotional bonding with my kids in the
plane cannot be measured. As youngsters, they loved the
introduction to flying, seeing the ground from up high and
asking questions along the flight. But of all the trips I've
made with my kids, their college tours have always been
my favorite. These excursions were a sort of last hurrah
before they became adults and started making their own



In the Oklahoma end zone

decisions far away from the safety of our house and watch-
ful eye. Within a year of our college exploratory tour, the
kids would be gone, and our relationship with each other
would transform from parent-child to adult peers. Time
had passed us by. As parents, my wife and I mourned
their leaving, while the kids jumped at the opportunity
for independence. For the older two, when we finally

dropped them at college, I felt as though we aged while they
matured. We were left with one at home, and he would
soon be following in their same footsteps.

For each of the pilgrimages, we planned a multi-
day, multi-college visit trying to see as many univer-
sity campuses as possible in the shortest window of
time. March 2026 was the last of these tours as my now




My daughter Jane with Auburn University in the background

eighteen-year-old son and I finished his five-state journey.
In April 2016 and again in January 2019, I planned simi-
lar trips with our older daughters. For all three children,
we visited different regions of the country and vastly
diverse schools.
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With our oldest daughter, she had a friend graduating
in the same class who was interested in the same schools.
His dad and I are close friends, so it made for an excellent
opportunity to partner up and split costs. We covered the
entire east coast from Virginia, down to Tennessee, and
into North Carolina. Over five days, we visited six schools,
flew 1780 miles, and spent 14.1 hours crammed into our
1981Mooney M20J. 1 did a similar trip again two years later
with our second daughter, visiting schools mainly in the
south. The trip was a little easier because she had narrowed
her choices to three schools in Texas and Alabama. We
visited her top three choices in two days, covering 1,240
miles with a mere 9.7 hours behind the yoke. Seven years
later, my son and I loaded up and headed out for what is
likely my last college tour (unless I am still lucky enough
to still be flying when my grandkids go to college).

This one really hit home. He is the youngest, and his
college tour marks the beginning of our empty-nest phase
in life. There is now a realization that my wife and I are on
the backside of the curve. My son chose to visit southern
schools with big-time sports programs. We had four days to
tour six schools in five states. Only with private aviation is
such a tour possible in that short amount of time with the
distance between visits. In all, my son and I traveled 2,500
miles, visited nine airports, six colleges, and spent about
11.5 hours in the plane. We rented six cars, ate at Chick-
fil-A a total of five times (there is a Chick-fil-A on every
college campus, and nuggets are easy to eat in a rental car
while hustling to another airport), and racked up enough
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Hilton Points to get upgraded rooms. We graded the vari-
ous FBO's on their free snacks and kindness of the staff.
Texas Jet in Fort Worth wins by a landslide with their free
golf shirt, ice cream, and loads of complimentary chips.
After my son’s generous interpretation of “free,” they may
need to revamp their gratis snack program.

Planning a trip over multiple days in multiple states is
never easy, and weather is always a factor. All three college
tours required navigating weather, avoiding ice and wintry
mix, and a lot of full IFR flying. Even though one tour was
in January, one in March, and one in May, we encountered
similar weather on all three trips. My logbook notes describe
the events as “dodged weather and deviations cost us an
hour” And, “Glad to get home, ice storm expected tomor-
row.” Somehow, even with weather challenges, we never
missed a tour. We spent hours sitting in FBO's waiting out
the weather or running for the plane trying to get airborne
ahead of an oncoming line of storms. Despite some dark
skies, we adjusted schedules and trekked on.

Lookingback at all three trips, a day or a week difference
in planning could have derailed the trip entirely. This last
trip I scheduled during my son’s spring break in March.
If his break had been a week earlier or a week later, the
whole tour would have been cancelled because of major
weather events in the South and Midwest. Reviewing my
notes from the first trips in 2016 and 2019, major weather
delayed our arrival for two college tours, but none were
cancelled. There was definite divine intervention for all
three excursions.

The bonding time I had with my soon-to-be adult children
is something that is irreplaceable. My wife wanted me to
do these trips alone because my work schedule usually
prevents me from taking time for one-on-one events like
this. Spending hours upon hours in rental cars, on student
tours, in hotels, and in the cockpit, we enjoyed meaning-
ful time with each other that is nearly impossible in the
digital age. In the air, there is no Wi-Fi or cellular. It is just
two people sitting, pilot and co-pilot, passing the time in
conversation. The bonding is different from a road trip
because there is no connectivity except to each other. The
funny thing was that sometimes there was so much talk-
ing that I instituted the DNDD rule (Do Not Disturb Dad),
mainly during the critical phases of flight.

Just recently, Starlink changed their subscription plans
for general aviation, making the addition of in-flight con-
nectivity too expensive for many general aviation pilots.
Pilots in chat rooms and online forums are lamenting
Starlink’s new pricing plan and begging the company to re-
think and offer a reasonable subscription price for onboard
Wi-Fi. Some pilots advocate that it makes working during
the flights possible by receiving texts and emails, and they
contend that their passengers are happier being connected.
I disagree. Onboard connectivity in General Aviation can
be unsafe for pilots, but more importantly, being discon-
nected for a few hours is good for the soul. We have been
connected for so long, it is hard to remember how nice it is to
be free of the constant ringing and buzzing of a cell phone.
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a college tour (or any trip) before it’s too late, and the kids
are grown up and move out.

Harry Chapin’s 1974 hit “The Cat’s in Cradle” tells the
story of a father too wrapped up in his career to spend
time with his son. As the son grows into a man, he mimics
his father’s behavior, and both become isolated. The song
highlights the irony of lost familial bonds and opportuni-
ties. Our digital environment encourages and rewards
detachment. As parents, we must cut the stranglehold of
the digital world as often as we can. There is no better
place to isolate outside distractions than in the front seat
of a plane where access to the digital world is restricted.
We cannot stop the new environment of WiFi everywhere,
e bu’F we can periodi'cally .isolate ou'rselves from the digiFal
RPEPE———— 5 | B = — noise pollution. Trips with your kids are our opportunity

‘ to tune in to our children one last time before they drop
out of our nest and into a new one. Go flying, enjoy the
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- Washington and Lee Univesity scenery, and chat with your child. It is good for your soul
(and theirs), I promise. gy

While business aviation is great, nothing compares to
lity family time wi igi i ion. .
qila ty ah y time without the digital dlSFraCtlon .My Lawrence S. Searcy Jr recounts stories from more than 20
0 der. two ave moved out, apd both are getting married. years of aviation experience. A 1,600-hour private pilot with
One is moving to Seattle, which seems a world away even an instrument rating, he is also an entrepreneur, attorney,
with the speed and endurance of the TBM. My youngest is rancher, and outdoorsman who flies himself and his family
now not far behind. My dad used to tell me that life passes acri he country for both business and pleasure in their
. . 1% s previous aircraft include a M 2y M20] a

you by at amazing speed. He was not wrong. My advice Z]??}I)(/})g?mg:f\%1[11:(113 aircraft include a Mooney M20] and
to any parents who still have kids in the house is to take ' -
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International Trip Planning

pecially challenging, yet an extremely rewarding
experience. It is not difficult, just requires a bit more
planning and thought.

Flying your own aircraft to foreign countries is es-

First thing is to decide where to go - a quick trip to
Mexico or Canada, or an around-the-world adventure. You
are only limited by your imagination, your heart, and of
course your wallet.

Firstly, be sure to check with your insurance agent that
the countries you want to visit can or will be covered by
your policy. Generally, there will be additional costs and
sometimes considerable costs - especially if going to
Europe, which has extremely high liability requirements.

If you are flying turbine equipment, fuel will rare-
ly be an issue. With piston engine aircraft, be sure to
check that AVGAS is available, as overseas it is often in
short or no supply.

Once you decide on the places you want to visit, string
them together in an order that makes the most sense.
Decide what will be your longest acceptable leg, bear-
ing in mind sometimes the alternate will be much more
distant than is normal in the US. Now you have the basic
route established; do the actual flight routing on Jepes-
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by Peter Fraser

Dubrovnik approach ;

sen, ForeFlight, etc. Making sure to note MEA'S, one-way
airways, restricted airspace, etc.

Flying overseas entails some additional steps. When
leaving the US, you have to submit an EAPIS and get a
return approval before departing. When returning, in ad-
dition to filing EAPIS, you need to contact the local CBP
office to get landing approval. Only once this is done, you
are cleared to enter the US. You will also need to get a
CBP sticker for your aircraft and secure it in an accessible
place. More and more countries are requiring EAPIS filing.
Also, many countries require prior approval to operate
within their airspace, both for landing and overflying.

You can usually check each country’s requirements
and all other requirements in the AC-U-KWIK Managers
World edition. There are other sources, but it is often
easier to contact one of the companies that specialize in
obtaining clearances

Universal, Skyplan, World Fuel, and Jeppesen will have
up-to-the-minute information. I spent decades ferrying
aircraft around the world, getting my own clearances and
negotiating on the ground to get the cheapest deals, often
not using a ground handler at all. However, on holiday
and especially with guests, I highly recommend you use




handlers at each ground stop. Yes, it is expensive, but Once you decide on a company, you will need to provide

negates almost all of the trouble, hassle, and time that them with:
will occur without them. 1. The route/stops/schedule and: Many times you will
Once you have your routing, stops, and schedule or- need to add the FIR entry and exit points.

ganized, the next step is to hire a company to obtain all 2. Aircraft documents - C of A / C of R - notarized letter
your overflight and landing approvals. These companies of approval if you are not shown as the owner / Insur-
can also arrange ground handling and fuel at each stop. ance - be sure it covers the countries you are visiting
It is beneficial to try to work with handlers at each stop and states such/ Radio license / Noise certificate if
directly, as you can often negotiate lower prices than go- you have one / Aircraft performance info if going to
ing through an agent. high altitude airports.

3. Crew documents - Passport/Pilot License - make
sure it has the English proficiency note on it/Medical
certificate/Radio license.

4. Passengers -Passports. Most of the Flight clearance/

planning companies can also plan and file the flight

plan electronically, provide weather and NOTAMs.

They can email or fax this to you at your hotel or to

the ground handler. This way all you have to do at the

airport is call for your start and airways clearance. Of
course, there is a cost for this type of service. Really
depends on how involved you want to be.

Make Copies

. Everyone’s passport/Crew passports/Crew Licenses
/Crew Medicals.

. Aircraft C of A/C of R/Radio License /Insurance cer-
tificate/Noise cert.

. Flight plans for each leg

. General Declarations. These are forms that you need
to present at each international arrival and departure.
You should make sure you get at least one stamped
copy leaving each country. You will present this on
arrival at the next country; it proves you left the last
place properly and legally.
Fill out as much as you can in the flight plan and
General Declaration forms, then print more copies
than you think you could need.

Buy a multi-slotted, see-through folder and separate
each of the above files into separate pockets. You will
often be asked for these documents; if you can quickly
pull them out of your folder and simply hand them over,
it will save a lot of time and will also be appreciated
by the authorities. It shows them you are organized,
professional and will make everything else go more
quickly and easily.

Print more of all the above than you think you could
need - lot easier to throw away extras at the end of the
trip rather than try to find a printer in a hot, airless air-
port office, as the locals get more and more frustrated.
Being well prepared will negate so many delays and
awkward situations.

Ground Handling
If you get handling, be sure to have several contact
phone numbers and also emails. The most frustrating
A= situation is to get to the airport after arrival or ready to
depart, expecting to be met by the handler and no one
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is around. So, especially before you head off to the hotel
after arrival, be sure you have a meeting place and time
allocated at the airport - unless they are picking you up at
the hotel. It is very easy to hurry off after arrival without
making these plans.

Sometimes you will need to pay for handling services,
landing, parking, security, etc. on the spot. Most places
now take credit cards; otherwise, US dollars are almost
always acceptable, although the Euro is preferred in
many locations. Often when working through a flight
planning/handling company directly, they will simply
bill you after the fact.

At some airports, Immigration/Customs/Police will
come and meet you at the aircraft - often taking a cur-
sory glance inside. Be vigilant, but not pushy- they are
just doing their job and are generally polite and efficient.
At other airports you will go through a separate private
terminal for general aviation and at others - the worst -
through the main terminal. Regardless, the handler will
lead you through, hail a taxi outside, or, if you requested,
will have transport arranged ( though this is not neces-
sary and usually is at least 100% more expensive than a
simple taxi). Always make a specific arrangement as to
what time and exactly where to meet the handler for your
departure. Nothing worse than arriving at the main ter-
minal searching in vain for your handler. Make sure you

have good contact telephone numbers and names. This is
easy to forget in the hurry to be on your way to the hotel.

Country clearances - yes you can do it yourself; again
AC-U-KWIK will give you almost all the information you
need. Generally it is very time-consuming and tedious.
The worst part is if you have delays - then it will be up to
you to contact every downstream country and renegotiate
or update the clearances. On holiday and especially with
guests, just let a professional company handle it.

TRUST MAYDAY AVIONICS
FOR YOUR AVIONICS SERVICE
AND INSTALLATIONS.

MA 2N
YN 1C S e

A
GARMIN.

SETTING THE STANDARD SINCE 1972
4151 Aviator Way, Suite 2, Grand Rapids, M| 49512

800-678-1237 | MaydayAvionics.com
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Weather and Best Times to Travel

The FBO or handler should be able to provide you with
enroute and terminal weather along with NOTAMS (be
sure to check these, much more important than in the
US, although you should always check regardless of loca-
tion). There are now numerous apps that can provide
worldwide aviation weather - an example being “Windy”.
Check various weather apps out before your trip.

I chose to fly around South and central Americas in
September/October/November. Ran into almost no bad
weather and only did two real IFR approaches in Carta-
gena, Colombia and Brownsville, TX - just low clouds
and rain. Good idea to research the weather patterns
and history of your destinations to be sure you are going
at a good time.

Hotels and Tours

On our three months of travel throughout South and
Central America, I used a travel company in Lima, Peru
(Vamos Expeditions). I had worked with them previously,
and they did a magnificent job. Again, if you use one
company to make the arrangements, then if delays or
plans change, it is only one call to the travel agent who
will coordinate all downstream changes. If you are doing
it yourself, be ready to make numerous calls to sort out
the changes. Also, using a travel agent usually costs you
nothing, and they can often get you better deals.

Fuel

T usually try to fuel immediately after landing - before
customs, immigration, etc., but certainly before leaving
the airport. This way you will be ready to depart when
you want — nothing more frustrating than arriving at
the airport and being told it will be an hour or more for
fuel, as many commercial flights are taking precedence.

I check with various fuel suppliers (AEG, World Fuel,
etc.) then also with the handler at each stop to obtain the
best pricing. I usually end up using AEG or World Fuel
about 80% of the time. One big advantage is that at each
location you have a fuel release; it is simply a sign and
go, no cash or credit card needed. You will need a print-
ed fuel release for each fuel location - make sure to
carry at least two copies per location and make sure the
dates are correct.

If you use AVGAS, be sure to check availability at each
stop - many places no longer stock this type of fuel.

Charts, etc.

We use ForeFlight on our iPads and loaded Garmin
databases into our 530 and 430. Jeppesen is the only
company with truly worldwide coverage.

Learn about Intl flight plans, differences in Intl ops
compared to US.

If you use FAA IFR procedures, you will be ok almost
all the time. Some of the differences are:

1. Start-up clearances are almost always required. I usu-
ally try to obtain my start-up and IFR clearance before
start on my handheld. In Europe you will generally

il 1
WmIHII ll

POWER
HOUSE

Okmulgee, Oklahoma may be off the

beaten path, but for more than fifty years,
this small town has been home to the only
family-owned Pratt & Whitney Canada
Designated Overhaul Facility in the world.
And to the most highly skilled PT6A service
technicians in the industry - as well as the
parts, accessories, rental engines, and power
sections needed to keep your downtime to
a minimum. No one knows the PT6A better,
and no one takes greater pride in their
workmanship. The next time you're over this
way, come see the house we call home.

lp—
COVINGTON

AIRCRAFT

918-756-7862 | covingtonaircraft.com
Se Habla Espariol | FAA Repair Station No. CP2R750K
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only get a departure and squawk code; the remainder
is per your Eurocontrol pre-approved flight plan.

. Transition levels differ in each country - they are notat-
ed on the IFR approach charts. It can be as low as 4,000
feet. The normal practice is to use standard setting
once given a climb to a flight level, and set local when
given an altitude on descent. Altimeter setting will be
given in Hectopascals rather than inches. Many modern
altimeters have both inches and Hectopascals, or the
ability to switch between types. Otherwise, just print
out a conversion table - obtainable from the internet.

. Altimeter settings will be given as QNH - same as
altimeter setting in US - gives the height above sea
level. QFE (seldom used) gives the height above the
specific airport you are landing at, and the altimeter
will read zero on landing. Always read back the QNH.

. Whenever you are above the transition level, you are
now at a FLIGHT LEVEL - so if the transition level is
4,000 feet and you are at 6,000 feet when talking with
ATC, you are at Flight Level 060.

. When flying overseas, you will transit FIR’s (flight
information regions) similar to centers in the US.
They control all traffic and ATC coms in their area. On
charts you can find the boundaries and ICAO identi-
fiers depicted by jagged lines.

. When filing a flight plan, you will need to add: FIR/
ETE, which is the ICAO identifier plus the estimated
time enroute from departure to that point. Enter this in
Item 18 as shown here for a flight from Fort Lauderdale
(KFXE) to Grand Cayman (MWCR). Also add the Cube
overflight or any other clearance number in this area.
The main issue with ATC is to speak clearly, slowly, and
use proper ATC terminology. Also try to listen to what

4:35PM Tue Jun 23 = 9% 12:19PM Wed Jun 24

& JoppeseniFR(igh)  FRL & |S] @ *o X Search & uoppeseniFR(igh)  FPL & |S] @ *o

FIR boundries shown Puerto Rico
to Columbia
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FIR boundries Colombia and Ecuador

is being said and not to the accent. If in ANY doubt,
ask for clarification. For example, if you are cleared
to a point a long way down your route past multiple
enroute points — be sure whether you are cleared by
the route or DIRECT to that point.

Be cautious when given a descent clearance - some-
times you will be cleared to a low level which is below
some of the MEAs; you still need to abide by these
altitude restrictions and ATC expects you to do this
yourself. When going into an unfamiliar destination
it pays to get down as soon as you can and slow down
as well - nothing worse than trying to get down, slow
down and comply with unfamiliar routings while
trying to keep ahead of the airplane. Planning and
briefing the arrival well ahead of initial descent is
well worth the effort.

Outside radar airspace you will need to give position
reports. These are given in a specific format:
Position/time/Flight level

Next position/estimated time

Next position.

Time is always ZULU/UTC, but never say ZULU or
UTC - this is a given.

Example:

Gander N123AB position---

N123AB Gander go ahead---

N123AB checked ALPHA 1230 flight level 260
Estimate Bravo 1315 next Charlie.

Always use the complete call sign and DO NOT say
Cessna or aircraft type unless asked.

. When outside radar coverage, transponder to 2000

unless told otherwise.

PM Wed Jun 24

=
s

~
PORT-AUPRINGE a0 princ. SANJUAN
WA tau Princsanto Domingo..__o aceAicn

Kingston e

Route of flight Puerto Rico to Ecuador
avoiding Venezuela airspace



Good practice when outside radar is to use SLOP
(Strategic Lateral Offset Procedure) - just offset your
track 14 or 1 mile right of track.

Also, if your ETA changes by more than 3 minutes you
need to advise ATC.

Don't blindly accept an ATC clearance without check-
ing that you can comply with any restrictions and they
are sending you where you want to go. I have on many
occasions been given routing for the opposite direction
I wanted to go. So just be proactive and keep good situ-
ational awareness.

It can be very confusing once on the ground at an un-
known airport, especially if immediately you are given a
complicated taxiroute. Try to look at the airport diagram
ahead of landing, assess where you will exit the runway,
and then figure out what the logical taxi route will be.
This will be a huge help and hopefully avoid embarrass-
ing mistakes or long delays as you try to figure out where
you are and where to go.

Extra Thoughts

Isecure a couple of credit cards/cash/copies of Passport/
Pilot License/Medical etc. in a safe place in the aircraft.
It is very unlikely you will have anything stolen or lost
items, but it is nice insurance. In 40 years of worldwide
flying, plus overseeing thousands of international opera-
tions, I have never had any aircraft broken into at the
airport. Airports are often the most secure locations in
a country - especially sketchy ones.

The more organized you are, the better. You will find
that the flying is the easiest part. Although with modern
communications and a good handling company it is not
hard or overly complicated. The main thing is to be polite,
patient, and remember you are a visitor to their country.

One other thing is whether or not to wear a uniform.
A simple white uniform shirt with epaulets is the most I
have ever used, and it does help, especially in the third
world. Do have a bright ramp security vest and, if pos-
sible, print up some crew ID’s. All helpful but not strictly
necessary, especially with good ground handling.

Aircraft spares - your maintenance provider will be
able to work with you on a list. Basic tools and first aid kit.
Of course, if over water - life raft, life vests, and survival
suits if flying a single.

Not a bad idea to have soft drinks, snacks, etc. to give
to handlers and fuelers, instead of cash tips. I try to
avoid giving cash tips as it sets up an expectation for the
next aircraft. However, we are privileged and very rich
compared to ground staff, so let your instinct be your
guide on this issue.

If you are worried about the possibility of the aircraft
being broken into and drugs etc. being put aboard, you
can get security stickers online to affix at each opening.
Although in 40 years and thousands of operations we have
never had anything like this happen.

I like to arrange luggage so I can take the minimum
needed for each location. I carry a soft bag to put in a

couple days’ worth of clothes, etc., rather than haul my
entire luggage to each hotel, when I don’t need half the
stuff. Also, it makes for quicker immigration/customs
the less you have.

International flying is not as intimidating as it seems.
Be well organized, be current, be proficient on the radio,
know your aircraft. Have patience, have a sense of hu-
mor and a sense of adventure, and it will be a great new
experience. Your airplane is a magic carpet that can take
you almost anywhere. Flying yourself to far-away destina-
tions makes the journey both rewarding and challenging.
It will reward you with great memories and great stories.

Information

USA - Aircraft customs sticker: apply and buy at
dtops.cbp.dhs.gov.

US EAPIS - you need to obtain a login at eapis.cbp.dhs.
gov. Once done, you can create a profile and do all EAPIS
filings online.

CARICOM: the organization for many of the Caribbean
and Central American countries.

Create an account at caricomeapis.org. Once done, you
can then submit EAPIS for all compliant countries.

You can get copies of General Declaration forms
off the internet

You can get copies of ICAO flight plan forms off the internet
Sample IFR flight plan KFXE to MWCR

Copy of chart highlighting the FIR boundaries and iden-
tifiers. On almost all nav screens, tapping on the FIR
boundary will bring up the ICAO identifier code.

Obtain AEG and World Fuel accounts at the respective
websites. There are various other fuel accounts available
and easily found with a Google search.

Innumerable companies provide flight clearances and
planning services. They are easily researched via the web.
I mainly use Skyplan of Canada, as they have provided
great service over many years. However, many other
companies can supply similar services. (gD

Peter Fraser spent forty years delivering all types of aircraft
from crop dusters to Boeing 747s all over the World. Started out
ferrying single-engine pistons across the Pacific, no GPS or long-
range nav in those early days. Slowly worked my way through
twins, turboprops, small jets, commuter aircraft, and ended
up with new Boeings and Airbuses. 16,000+ hours, landed in
140+ different Countries, have flown over 150 differvent aircraft
types. I am type-rated in: Airbus 320 series, ATR-42, ATR-72,
Boeing 717,737,757, 767, Cessna C-500, Douglas DC-9, M D80,
MD90, FK100, LR-JET, DHC-8, HS-125, DA-20, SA227 Float
and Glider. T also ran Southern Cross Aviation, one of the
largest ferry and flight test companies, personally overseeing
thousands of other deliveries and flight tests.

Check out my book: “World Beneath My Wings” on Amazon
and Barnes and Noble. Also, my wife’s Instagram blog is
@airsafari.sa
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Dog Is My Copilot

og Is My CoPilot (DIMC) trans-

ports animals from overcrowd-

ed shelters to adoption centers.
The organization relies on the use of
general aviation aircraft and is clos-
ing in on 50,000 total animals res-
cued, currently flying about 1,000
animals per month.

The non-profit was founded in 2012
by Peter Rork, MD, who had been a
pilot since he was a teen. His parents
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had begun giving him a flight lesson
each year starting on his 12th birth-
day, and four years later he soloed for
the first time. Rork earned his pilot’s
license before his driver’s license, due
to New Jersey laws at the time.

He continued to foster a love for
aviation and worked as a charter pi-
lot performing Chesapeake Bay tours
while in medical school. Rork went
on to practice orthopedic surgery for

by Grant Boyd
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DOG IS MY COPILOT
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three decades and has since retired,
now focusing much of his attention
on growing DIMC.

When he first began flying dogs,
Rork was flying about 100 to 150 hours
a year around the Western United
States for personal reasons. His medi-
cal practice was initially in Sun Valley,
Idaho, followed by Jackson, Wyoming.

“One of my patients asked if I
would fly some dogs from Idaho Falls
down to Denver, which was for the
Golden Retriever Rescue of the
Rockies (which has the fitting acro-
nym, GRRR). I found that very re-
warding,” he said.

“It was probably about seven hours
of flying, and there were three dogs, so

it was a very expensive way to do the
transport. But for those dogs it was a
game changer because they were all
slated to be euthanized.”

Free time outside of his medical
practice was often already spent in
the cockpit, and he began transport-
ing animals for several organizations.
These efforts ultimately created DIMC
as it’s known today.

The organization had a strong group
of volunteer support from the begin-
ning, and their passion for helping ani-
mals was often greater than its bank
account balance. The group knew
that having a larger aircraft would be
the best bet at expanding their im-
pact; they just had to find a way to
make it happen.

..l was a very expensive

way to do the transport.
But for those dogs it was a game
changer because they were all
slated to be euthanized.
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This initial trip, and many after
it, in the Caravan was to a shelter
in Merced, California, which aver-
ages about a 94% euthanasia rate.
The newly acquired turboprop’s im-
pact was substantial from the outset
and today flies animals all over the
country, with volunteer pilots flying
DIMC’s Cessna Grand Caravans.

“I was getting burned out [being
the only one flying], so I put some
feelers out looking for some vol-
unteer pilots. I found two or three
guys who, if I paid for their training,
would give me back 100 hours of
flight time,” he said. “They weren’t
in it to fly an airplane. They were in
it because they wanted to save dogs.
I really got fortunate to get some
people who were as dedicated as 1
was to the whole process.”
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If There’s a Better Insurance Option
for Your Aircraft, We will Find It

Gallagher is one of the largest independent
aviation insurance brokers in the world.

We shop the aviation insurance market to
find competitive options for your aircraft.
Then, we will help you decide if the lowest
price is really your best option.

Call us at (800) 622-2672
or visit us online at AJG.com/own

& Gallagher

These are brief product descriptions only. Please refer to the policy documentation paying particular
attention to the terms and conditions, exclusions, warranties, subjectivities, excesses and any endorsements.
Insurance brokerage and related services to be provided by Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services,
LLC. (Lic. No. 100292093 and CA Lic. No. 0D69293) and/or its affiliate AssuredPartners Aerospace, LLC.
(Lic. No. 449438 and CA Lic. No. 0K96598).

© 2026 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | GGBSPEUK107859
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As the organization grew, fundrais-
ing became increasingly important,
and DIMC has been successful in
creating numerous relationships, in-
cluding with over 200 animal rescue
groups nationwide, and is a Petco Love
partner. These efforts enabled them
to purchase a second aircraft in 2022,
and the Caravan was an easy choice
due to its cargo capacity and low
operating costs. The group averages
about $800 per hour to fly their PT6-
powered turboprops.

“It’s about $1,500 per animal per
transport [when only flying one or
a few dogs in a smaller aircraft] to
between 860 and 875 per animal per
transport now, depending on how
many we take,” Rork said.

“I was very keen from the start
that I wanted to get as many animals
as possible on board. But large dogs
weren't getting adopted [as often as
the smaller ones], and in the Caravan
we can carry 40 large crates, com-
pared to two in the Stationair. But we
have stepped back from determining
what we need to fill the plane to allow-
ing the sending and receiving groups
to determine what animals they think
they can adopt out.”

A month after getting the second
Caravan ready for service with new
avionics and a custom paint job, it
was flipped over on the ramp by a
tornado. The aircraft is repairable,
though, according to insurance, and
it is expected to return to service
soon following a year and a half in
the shop. After it was damaged, the
group purchased a third Caravan, apt-
ly named “The Third.” This aircraft
joins ‘The Big Dog” and “The Sequel.”

The organization’s operations are
nationwide, with an average mission
length of about 1,000 to 1,200 nauti-
cal miles, and Rork explained that it
has long been his goal to have three
Caravans. These 208s are based in
Lewiston, Idaho, Houston, Texas, and
Hattiesburg, MS, essentially dividing
the country into thirds. New routes are
being opened to serve the East Coast’s
demand for animal transports.

Even with the volunteer pilots’
dedication, their schedules couldn’t
keep up with demand, so DIMC has



since hired two full-time pilots. The
group of roughly a dozen volunteer
pilots provides necessary lift when
the full-timers need time off. When
transporting animals, the aircraft are
usually wheels up at 5:00 a.m., follow-
ing a lot of coordination getting the
animals to the aircraft, before what
is usually an eight to 12-hour day of
flying with multiple stops.
Supporting DIMC’s mission has
been a true labor of love for everyone
involved, and Rork takes great pride
in the organization’s growth over the
past 14 years. It would take pages
to properly recognize the hundreds
of volunteers who have contributed

along the way. Every donation that
comes in generates an email notifica-
tion for Rork, which he returns with
a handwritten note of appreciation
to personally thank each supporter.

“For other turbine pilots [they should
know], this is not a dog problem. One
is either part of the problem or part of
the solution,” Rork said. “Get off the
sidelines, contact your local shelter
and offer your help. There are four
things that one can do: adopt, foster,
volunteer, and/or donate. For every
dog that you save, you save two. The
animal that you save and the one that

takes its place.” (@Y

Grant Boyd is a
private pilot with
eight years of expe-
rience in aviation
business, including
marketing, writing,
customer service,

and sales. Boyd holds a Bachelor's and
a Master’s of Business Administra-
tion degree, both from Wichita State

y, and a Doctor of Education
degree from Oklahoma State University.
He was chosen as a NBAA Business
Aviation “Top 40 Under 40" award
recipient in 2020.

There are four things that one can do: adopt,
foster, volunteer, and/or donate. For every dog
that you save, you save two. The animal that
you save and the one that takes 1its place.

Fly with Purpose: Volunteer Your
Pilot Skills with SkyHope

SkyHope connects families in need with volunteer pilots who donate
both their time and aircraft for free flights to medical care.
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cOomBAT WOUNDED
THEY'VE GOT HE@RT, THEY NEED WINGS

Imagine a soldier returning home from combat facing devastating injuries
and long-term hospitalization-- in a facility hundreds of miles away from their family.

Now imagine yourself bringing them together.
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The VAC provides free air transportation to post 9/11 combat wounded
and their families for medical and other compassionate purposes
through a national network of volunteer aircraft owners and pilots.

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
VETERANSAIRLIFT.ORG - 952-582-29ll



We'll Leave It Up To You

“Dave, enclosed is your new policy covering your PBaron,”
said the email from broker Josh Jabour. Josh had found a
new carrier, saving me a few thousand bucks. That was the
good news. But when I looked at the fine print, I noticed
that the “training requirements” section was blank. Was
this a typo? Josh answered with, “The underwriter knows
all about your training regimen and said it would be re-
dundant to require anything in the policy. Do whatever
you want to do.”

In 59 years of flying, I had never heard of this.

Iwas already flying with mentor Doug Moss, completing
the American Bonanza Society internet PBaron course, and
attending FlightSafety’s simulator class in Wichita annually.

It's a trick, I thought. They know that by putting me
entirely in charge, I will train even more than my current
regimen. This was a brilliant move. Now the pressure was
on. I had to up my game!
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On Final

by David Miller

And so, I began to look around for something new to
add. Word of mouth soon led me to BPT (Bonanza and
Baron Pilot Training) pbpt.org. Around for decades, this
travelling class presents weekend ground schools dedicated
to the two airframes. I decided to take a look.

Late March found me in Austin, Texas, for the class.
The instructors were some of the oldest and wisest I have
met. They let me join them for dinner prior to the class,
but only if I paid for margaritas. I glanced around the table
and started adding up the logbook hours of these legends.
I stopped counting after 100,000!

Indeed, they looked like residents of retirement homes,
but that's where the comparison ended. These octogenar-
ians (and older) were the most knowledgeable and best
communicators in the business.

I bragged about my 7,000 hours, and most couldn't re-
member when they had that few. And they handled the
margaritas better than I did. The classes were great, and I
flew for 3-4 hours of in-plane instruction. They even had
a Bonanza/Baron expert mechanic who did a free walk-
around on every airplane and then spent an hour with
each owner discussing his findings.

All in all, the best “bang for the buck” training experi-
ence I have had.

So, who am I trying to impress with all this training? I
will be 75 this year. My reaction time and cognitive skills
are certainly not what they were 30 years ago. I try to miti-
gate those factors with increased training. Things happen
fast in an airplane.

Case in point. Climbing out of KSHV recently in perfect
weather with the AP engaged in NAV mode, the airplane
suddenly banked 30 degrees and continued turning off
course. It was so sudden and unexpected that my initial
thought was that I had an engine failure. A quick scan
of those gauges said everything was normal. But the air-
plane continued to turn. After an AP disconnect and reset,
all was normal.

The more you train, the better the outcome.

Fly safe. (D

David Miller has owned and flown a variety of aircraft
from light twins to midsize jets for more than 50 years.

With 6,000 plus hours in his logbook, speaks nationally
and writes on a variety of aviation safety topics. You
can contact David at davidmillerl @sbcglobal.net.







YOU’'RE MEANT
FOR THIS

- This was never just about the aircraft, it’s the life it opens
up. A pull to become more with every mission in a
journey shaped by ambition. Textron Aviation is built to

be with you for all of it—connecting you to the industry’s

most supported community and broadest aircraft lineup.

This is where lifelong aviators step
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